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of his own last administration. Among the properties destroyed had been the Library of Congress, a valuable and extensive collection of volumes. Jefferson lost no time in offering his own library to Congress at its own price. It was a magnificent collection, consisting of between nine and ten thousand volumes. Jefferson wrote to,Samuel H. Smith, who had been a member of his Cabinet and was now a representative from Maryland, and asked him to lay his proposition before Congress. "You know my collection, its condition and extent. I have been fifty years making it, and have spared no pains, opportunity or expense to make it what it is. * * * It is long 1 since I have been sensible it ought not to continue private property, and had provided that at my death Congress should have the refusal of it at their own price. But the loss they have now incurred makes the present the proper moment for their accommodation, without regard to the small remnant of time and the barren use of my enjoying it. * * * Congress may enter into immediate use of it, as eighteen or twenty wagons would place it in Washington in a single trip of a fortnight. I should be willing, indeed, to retain a few of the books to amuse the time I have yet to pass, which might be valued with the rest, but not included in the sum of valuation until they should be restored at my death, which I would carefully provide for, so that the whole library as it stands in the catalogue at this moment should be theirs without any garbling." The matter provoked an unpleasant debate in the House. It stirred up the old dislike for Jefferson on the part of some members, and intimations were not wanting that Jefferson had a personal advantage to serve. A bill was, however, carried through by an overwhelming vote, thanking Jefferson for his offer, and paying him the sum of $23,950. This was far below the original cost, and the assaults upon Jefferson were unworthy of their authors. The year 1815 was spent by Jefferson in the usual routine of his domestic pursuits. During the early part of it he was constantly employed upon the cataloguing and shipment of the library. He himself sums up the uniform tenor of his life at this period. "I retain good health, am rather too weak to walkesd only debate asd dated a new commission from the death of the former incumbent. His appointee's successor. Ac immediately called an extra session of Congress to' mee May 15th, and opened it with a speech of warlike tone. answers of the two Houses were of a similar character, ar this spirit they began legislation. With this special ses of Congress began Jefferson's first service as the perma presiding officer of a deliberative body. The duties were entirely strange to him, for he had often been called to the (r inriimhent on me.    I waiter!  on  P-nnnf-                           **ard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1040\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw7\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 not to hold office, 436.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li558\fi0\ri0\sb36\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 WOMEN,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li551\fi497\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 of America compared with those of Paris, 427. \expndtw5 WYTHE,  GEORGE,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1051\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 preceptor of Jefferson, 5.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1051\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 assists Jefferson, 25.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li3442\fi0\ri0\sb18\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs25 X}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li551\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs19 X Y Z AFFAIR, 70.}\par \sect\sectd \sbknone\pgwsxn12240\pghsxn15840\marglsxn3416\margrsxn7164\margtsxn1440\margbsxn720\cols1\colsx60 {\shp {\*\shpinst \shpleft1069\shptop4882\shpright1854\shpbottom5429\shpfhdr0\shpbxcolumn\shpbypara\shpwr5\shpwrk0\shpfblwtxt1\shpz0\shplid1{\sp{\sn shapeType}{\sv 75}}{\sp{\sn fFlipH}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fFlipV}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn pib}{\sv {\pict\wmetafile8\picw1384\pich965\picwgoal784\pichgoal547
